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• Do you work for a national standards body ?
• Are you under 35 ?
• Are you convinced that standards can help 

build a better future ?
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The ISO/DIN essay contest
The ISO/DIN essay contest is held every two years within the framework of the 
ISO Action Plan for developing countries. It is sponsored by DIN – Deutsches 
Institut für Normung, the ISO member for Germany.
The purpose of the contest is to encourage young professionals in developing 
countries and economies in transition to engage in international standardi-
zation and to raise awareness of the importance of standards in promoting 
sustainable development.
This year, the theme focuses on the role of international standards in improving 
quality of life in urban areas.
As the world population continues to grow, our planet’s resources are being 
strained to the limit. By 2050, some 6 billion people will call urban areas home, 
so ensuring a good quality of life and equal opportunities for all is becoming 
increasingly challenging.
We would like to hear from you about how international standards can help.





How to take part ?
Contestants are asked to submit an essay and short video answer-
ing the question :
“ How can international standards contribute to improving the 
 quality of life in the urban environment in your country ? ”
Contestants are expected to research the topic in addition to 
putting forward a personal analysis of the role of standards in 
improving the quality of life in urban areas, as well as formulating 
original ideas related to their national situation.

Who can participate ?
The contest is open to young standardizers below the age of 35 
(born in 1980 or after), working in a national standards body (NSB) 
in a developing country (the NSB must be a member of ISO). To 
ensure that you are eligible to participate in the contest, please 
consult the list of developing countries in ISO (http://www.iso.
org/iso/developing-countries-in-iso-by-region.htm).

http://www.iso.org/iso/developing-countries-in-iso-by-region.htm


The prize
The winner is awarded a cash prize of CHF 1 000.
In addition, he or she will be invited to spend a week at DIN, based 
in Berlin, Germany. During the week the winner will take part in 
training activities and gain practical experiences and exposure 
to a wide range of standards management activities carried out 
at the DIN head office.
The visit to DIN will help the winner to develop his or her skills 
and improve their understanding of the various functions 
within an advanced and highly successful national standards 
body. Expenses related to the week-long visit (including travel in 
economy class, hotel accommodation selected by ISO, standards 
ISO per diem) are covered by the contest.
Following the visit to DIN, the winner will also be invited for a 
short stay at the ISO Central Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland.



Entry requirements
• Essays should not exceed 3 000 words or 10 typescript pages, 

including illustrations, tables and charts. Please format your 
essay in font size 11, with double line spacing and a margin of 
30 mm on all four sides of the page.  
Submissions will only be accepted in electronic format.

• Videos should not exceed 3-5 minutes in length.
• Essays and videos must be submitted in English. If English is 

not your first language, we recommend you have your essay 
edited to do justice to your work and ideas.

• Please note that we will not accept more than one essay per 
participant.

• Co-authored essays will not be accepted.
• Applicants grant publication rights to ISO. The winning essay 

may be published on ISO’s Web site and a summary of it in 
the ISOfocus magazine.

Please submit your essay, video, a short biography and contact 
information to academy@iso.org . The deadline for submissions 
is 1 July 2016 and the winner will be announced in September 2016.

The jury
The ISO Central Secretariat will nominate a panel of independent 
judges to review the essays and select the winner. In the event of 
no essay being of sufficient merit, the jury may decide to withhold 
the prize.
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