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In everyday life, many deci-

sions are based on meas-

urements which are usu-

ally presumed to be suf-

ficiently accurate for their 

particular purpose. How-

ever, taking precise meas-

urements is an expertise 

in its own right, and needs 

be carried out in such 

a way that everyone can 

have full confidence in the results.

The October 2006 issue of ISO Focus looks at the impor-

tance and broad scope of standards related to measure-

ments that impact our daily lives. It examines precision 

data in testing and calibration laboratories, guides for 

uncertainties of measurement and proficiency testing, 

quantities and units, and more. 

In an exclusive interview, Andrew Wallard, Director of the 

BIPM (The International Bureau of Weights and Measures), 

explains why worldwide uniformity of measurements and 

their traceability to the International System of Units (SI) 

contribute towards reducing technical barriers to trade, 

while providing a secure base for scientific and other 

measurements throughout society.
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